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May 2022 Madrid. Participants at the Conference on
“jus cogens and the death penalty”. Photo Sofia Moro

More than two thirds of states now affirm this abolitionist position. We are at a new moment in promoting
global synergy for abolition. All countries should join the abolitionist community, in the sense of General
Comment No. 36 on the right to life which “reaffirms the position that States Parties that are not yet fully
abolitionist must follow an inexorable path towards the complete eradication of the death penalty, de facto
and de jure, in the near future. The death penalty cannot be reconciled with full respect for the right to life,
and abolition of the death penalty is both desirable [...] and necessary for the enhancement of human digni-
ty and the progressive development of human rights”.

As humanity evolves, reflection becomes clearer on the bloody history of sovereign power’s relationship to
capital punishment, we must use our best interpretive tools of the ICCPR to highlight what is legitimate in a
government’s application of punishment.
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- The abolition of the death penalty is seen as a mirror of the Sustainable Development Goals. SDG 16
states “Strong institutions and access to justice and building effective institutions”, but the application
of the death penalty is incompatible with this goal. Specifically, SDG 16.1 aims to reduce mortality rates,
promote equal access to justice and protect fundamental freedoms. The use of the death penalty is not
a sign of legitimate strength in institutions, but has counterproductive and inhumane consequences,

including a brutalising effect on societ.
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This sophisticated UN framework that purports to remedy the death penalty issue demonstrates that the
punishment must now be seen as a violation of the ignity and rights of the human being.
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] 4 We therefore call for the global abolition of the death penalty, wh1ch vorld today.

FIRST SIGNATORIES TO THE PROPOSAL IN 2023:

William Schabas, London, UK - Robert Badinter, Paris FR - Jon Yorke, Birmingham, UK - John Vervaele AIDP, Utrecht, NL -
Luis Arroyo Zapatero SIDS, Ciudad Real, ES - José Luis de la Cuesta, San Sebastidn, ES - Sergio Garcia Ramirez, México, MX -
Juan E. Méndez, Washington, USA - Federico Mayor Zaragoza, Madrid, ES - José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, Madrid, ES -
Geneviéve Giudicielli Delage, Paris, FR - Carolyn Hoyle, Oxford, UK - Ulrich Sieber, Freiburg in Breisgau, DE -
George Werle, Berlin, DE - Anna Getos, Zagreb, HR - Raul Zaffaroni, Buenos Aires, AR - Salomao Shecaira, S4o Paulo, BR -
Sylvia Steiner, Sdo Paulo, BR - Roberto M. Carlés, Bs As, AR - Sandra Babcock, Ithaca, USA - Alicia Gil, Madrid, ES -

Ana Manero, Madrid, ES - John Bessler, Baltimore, USA - Francisco Mufioz Conde, Sevilla, ES - Fernando Velasquez, Bogotd, CO
- Antonio Mufioz, Jaen, ES - Anabela Miranda Rodrigues, Coimbra, PO - Adan Nieto, Ciudad Real, ES -

Luigi Foffani, Médena, IT - Juliette Tricot, Paris, FR - Oganit Younam, Beirut, LB.
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